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Current Status of Marine Mammals

in the Philippines

27 confirmed species + 1 unconfirmed

24 Cetaceans (20 Odontocetes, 4 mysticete)
1 Sirenian (dugong)

1 Larga Seal (extralimital record)

1 Small Clawless otter

In the World....

75 Cetaceans




Baleen whales (Balyena)

. Very rare
@ Uncommon
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Dolphins (Lumba lumba)




Dolphins (Lumba-lumba)

@ Very rare
Uncommon
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* identified key Chiirio

hyece )l

biodiversity areas for
cetaceans based on
survey, stranding and
by-catch reports

* need for more
surveys



Major fishing gears that have
been reported to incidentally take marine
mammals in the area

PUISE SELINES
otll nets
driftnets

fish corrals
Bag wets
drive nets
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IRRAWADDY
SOPULATION

PALAWAN ot CENTRAL

PHILIPPINES
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LATHEST
RECORDS OF
STRANDING
AND RESCUE




Stranding and Rescue

Recent mass strandings of more than 200 melon-headed whales in
Bataan, Northwestern Philippines; probably the largest in the
history of the country



tranding and Rescue

SPERM WHALE

December 2009
Puerto Bay, Palawan



CONSERVATION
AND
MANAGEMENT




National Laws

*Ban on the taking or eConservation of rare,
catching, selling, purchasing, «Amending FAO 185 by threatened and

possessing, transporting and
exporting of dolphins

endangered fishery/

adding whales and _ :
aquatic species

porpoises




Observer Program
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FISHERIES OBSERVER PROGRAMME

* Organized in 2009

* Trained 4 batches of
observers since 2009

* Deployed Observers

(national and International waters)



Observer Program

Opportunistic Survey under
the Fisheries Observer Program
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Tri-national marine
mammal survey

Sulu-Sulawesi
Marine Eco-region



Tri-national marine
mammal survey
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Eco-Tourism

-
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South

Dolphin, [
Whaleshark
Watching

* regular tourist
attraction in Bais,
Negros Oriental,
Pamilacan, Bohol;
Donsol, Sorsogon




Stranding and Rescue manvuals

Stranding and Rescue

j Marine Mammal Stranding
=% Response Manual

RESCUE OR SALVAGE
Oor
STRANDED & CAPTURED

MARINE MAMMALS




Fish and Cetacean Cemetery
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Research Studies
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